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Community Spaces 

Executive Summary 
Community spaces are places where people can come together to do stuff outside of people’s 

homes. They are important because people need interactions with other people to meet their 

social needs. 

Teslin continues to have a strong community culture, with excellent participation in community 

events. The Village’s focus has been on sports and recreation programming, with particular 

emphasis on youth. The TTC’s focus has had a particular emphasis on meeting the needs of 

elders.  

The top concerns with regard to gaps in community spaces related to the need for a youth 

and/or seniors centre, although the need for a safe house and transitional housing also ranked 

highly. People are also concerned to learn more about the proposed swimming pool, which is 

being addressed by TTC through a separate process associated with the new school. 

One more controversial idea that emerged was the need for “adult” community spaces, such as 

a bar. Council may wish to test this idea in the near future, or let the conversations take place in 

the community until such time as an application to establish a bar comes forward. 

In 2009, the Village undertook a Village Square Plan and a Recreation Plan. Some elements of 

these plans have been integrated into the Community Development Plan. However, it is 

important for Council to identify which parts of these plans are still relevant to the community, 

and which parts need updating. There may also be a need to update the OCP land use 

designation and zoning bylaw to address community demands for community spaces. 
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What are Community Spaces?  
For the purposes of the Teslin OCP review process, and the community consultations, the 

definition of Community Spaces is as follows: Places where people can come together to do 

stuff outside of people’s homes. 

Community spaces are places, whether outdoor or indoor, public or private, that enable people 

to come together to talk, to play, to discuss, to work, to socialize, to be quiet together. 

Sometimes people use these places to be alone in nature, for example, by sitting on a park 

bench. 

Community spaces are vitally important community resources, because they allow community 

members to connect, and meet, and create neighbourly relationships. These social advantages 

are not always obvious to outsiders or public policy-makers.1 They can happen in off-hours, or 

they are very casual, which can lead decision-makers to ignore their importance. 

Community spaces promote community health, because they can motivate people to leave 

home, to walk, and to interact with others. So it is important that the infrastructure of a 

community supports community spaces, whether that means better lighting or separated 

walking trails or a dedicated transportation support 

system to get to the destination. 

Community spaces have a geographic location. In 

other words, they are located in a particular place that 

can be mapped. Community spaces are often located 

in public space, such as roads or parks. But they don’t 

have to be recreation oriented, or necessarily be 

spaces that are programmed. They can be “open” 

spaces, in that people can make their own activities in 

those places. And while it is important that every 

community have publicly owned community spaces 

(library, recreation centre, walking trails), some types 

of community spaces are more appropriately provided 

through private enterprise, such as coffee shops. 

 

 
1 The Social Value of Public Spaces, by Ken Worpole and Katharine Knox, published by the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation. Source: https://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/default/files/jrf/migrated/files/2050-public-
space-community.pdf This is a summary of research projects undertaken in England and Wales. 

 

Community Spaces: 

Places where people 

can come together to 

do stuff outside of 

people’s homes. 

https://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/default/files/jrf/migrated/files/2050-public-space-community.pdf
https://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/default/files/jrf/migrated/files/2050-public-space-community.pdf
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Why are Community Spaces 

Important?  
Community spaces are important because 
people need interactions with other people to 
meet their social needs. When these needs are 
not being met, people can experience social 
isolation. While social isolation can affect every 
generation, typically those people most at risk of 
social isolation are elders/seniors or people with 
health issues. In the Elders/Seniors consultation 
held in early June 2019, participants identified it 
as an issue. 

Research has linked social isolation and 
loneliness to higher risks for a variety of physical 
and mental conditions: high blood pressure, heart 
disease, obesity, a weakened immune system, 
anxiety, depression, cognitive decline, 
Alzheimer’s disease, and even death. People 
who find themselves unexpectedly alone due to 
the death of a spouse or partner, separation from 
friends or family, retirement, loss of mobility, and 
lack of transportation are at particular risk.2 

The health and well-being of individuals is partly 

dependent on their social support networks, one 

of the social determinants of health.3 Primary 

social support networks include family and 

friends. However, secondary social support 

networks, such as interactions at the post office 

or coffee shop, can be very important in 

maintaining a sense of inclusion or belonging in a 

community as well. Without strong social support 

networks, people are vulnerable to experiencing 

social isolation. 

More recently, cultural shifts caused by digital 

communications can cause social isolation as 

well. Digital communications are new, but are not 

viewed the same by older and younger 

generations. Generally speaking, older people do 

not value digital communications (texting, 

Facebook, email) as having the same quality as 

face-to-face interactions or telephone 

conversations, while (again generally speaking) 

young people who have grown up with the 

 
2 https://www.nia.nih.gov/news/social-isolation-loneliness-older-people-pose-health-risks 
3 https://cbpp-pcpe.phac-aspc.gc.ca/public-health-topics/social-determinants-of-health/ 

Figure 1 Infographic from Inhabit (Source: 
https://inhabitat.com/infographic-how-to-create-community-
through-quality-public-spaces/) 

https://www.nia.nih.gov/news/social-isolation-loneliness-older-people-pose-health-risks
https://cbpp-pcpe.phac-aspc.gc.ca/public-health-topics/social-determinants-of-health/
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technology, see digital communications as having the same value as face-to-face or telephone 

calls.  

Other types of cultural changes can also contribute to social isolation. For example, 

entertainment has become more privatized. With the wide availability of internet streaming 

services, people stay home more in the evenings to watch shows or music. They are less likely 

to go out in the evenings to attend community events, or concerts, or to a friend’s house to 

watch movies together. The individual tailoring of the types of entertainment being watched by 

people also means that popular culture is no longer shared in the same way as it was in the 

past, when (as an example of popular culture that was shared) everyone with a TV watched 

Hockey Night in Canada on Saturday, and talked about the game at work or school on Monday. 

Without shared interests and experiences, it becomes harder for people to talk with each other. 

Teslin continues to have a strong community culture, with excellent participation in community 

events. The Village’s focus has been on sports and recreation programming, with particular 

emphasis on youth. The TTC’s focus has had a particular emphasis on meeting the needs of 

elders. During the community consultations, the need for community spaces for adults was 

identified.  

In 2016/17, the Arctic Institute for Community-Based Research undertook a Healthy Living 

Inventory4 for the Yukon. They were able to identify 22 healthy living programs5 offered in 

Teslin, provided in the community spaces which have were identified in the community 

consultations. The number of programs was highly comparable to other Yukon communities of a 

similar size. 

 

 
4 https://aicbr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=495e65e55cf8497dacc38c476e2a34aa 
5 Of the 22 programs, 9 were food-related, 7 were activity-related, and 6 were other types of 
programming, such as counselling. 

https://aicbr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=495e65e55cf8497dacc38c476e2a34aa
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Principles for Creating Great Community Spaces 
The Village of Teslin is not the first to want to create great community spaces within its 
jurisdiction. There is an organization in the USA that has been helping local governments and 
others create great spaces since 1975. It is called the Project for Public Spaces (PPS). As part 
of their work, they have created a number of tools that provide communities and decision 
makers with lessons learned and thoughts to consider when planning community spaces. These 
are highlighted here. 

The first of these is the Eleven Principles for Creating Great Community Places, summarized 
here:  

1. The community is the expert; 
2. Create a place, not a design … in other words, it needs to provide a setting that is 

comfortable, where people want to do things; 
3. Look for partners at all stages of the project; 
4. Observe everything, and see what is working … things can be evolved over time; 
5. Have a vision; 
6. Start with the easy stuff: light, quick, cheap; 
7. Group activities or features together; 
8. Resist the nay-sayers, who say it can’t be done; 
9. Form supports function … in other words, the design and layout should follow the vision 

for the activities; 
10. Money is not the issue; and 
11. You are never finished. 

Other thinkers on the topic of creating great community places caution that the issue is bigger 
than the design and construction of the place.6 Thought also needs to be given to how the 
space will be used. For example, if a beautiful new park is built in a low-income neighbourhood, 
and the only people who use it are drug dealers, that is not the best use of the park. Uses can 
vary over the course of a day and the day of the week. There can be a clear rhythm to the day 
in public spaces, with different uses and users of the space. 

There can be complications if the community spaces are dominated by privately owned retailing 
and commercial leisure activities, such as in shopping malls or other commercial areas. These 
types of areas, while wanting to attract people, can also differentiate between different groups of 
people so that young people, who may primarily want to hang out, can be moved along … 
simply because the space is private. While in all cases, the desire in community spaces is for 
people to behave well, there are different rules when those spaces are privately owned vs 
publicly owned. This can privilege some members of the community over others. 

Some organizations have given a lot of thought as to how to engage the community in planning 
for uses of public space, and programming for it … which can be as important as the design. 
The Project for Public Spaces has created an infographic that outlines many of the elements 
that should be taken into account when planning and designing new community places, with 
regard to four categories: 

1. Sociability: does it increase community pride or present a welcome to users? 
2. Uses and activities: Are there fun, active, useful things that can be done there? 

 
6 Citylab feature on a non-profit organization called Kounkuey Design Initiative: 
https://www.citylab.com/design/2017/03/public-space-projects-kounkuey-design-initiative/521346/ 

https://www.pps.org/
https://www.pps.org/article/11steps
https://www.citylab.com/design/2017/03/public-space-projects-kounkuey-design-initiative/521346/
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3. Access and linkages: Is it close to or connected with other things to make it a logical 
destination? 

4. Comfort and image: Is it safe, clean, and attractive? 

The infographic also provides hints as to how these various aspects of public spaces can be 
measured, to have a way of measuring success based on more than intuition. 

 

Figure 2 Factors in Making a Great Place (Source: https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat) 

What the Teslin community had to say 
The subject of community spaces came up in a number of places during the May/June 2019 

community consultations: 

• Specific focus group on Community Spaces; 

• Addressed by both the youth and the elders in their sessions; 

• Specific question at the community dinner. 

Because there was no specific question, the matter of community spaces did not really arise in 

the survey, although there was specific mention of the need for a place for youth to socialize 

and a community care facility as being among the top 4 social issues facing Teslin. The 
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swimming pool came up a number of times, as well as the idea of building trails, as priorities for 

inclusion in the OCP. 

Focus Group 
The participants in the Community Spaces focus group identified those community places that 

are already available in the Teslin community, as well as identifying gaps. 

 

Figure 3 Community Spaces Focus Group Discussion 

The existing places are identified as follows: 

• The RecPlex • The Longhouse • The Heritage Centre 

• Churches • Restaurant/Lounge • The Store 

• Library • Friendship Park • Marina 

• Community Garden • Baseball Diamond • Mary House 

• Fox Point Park • School • Trails 

• Post Office   

 

A number of new community places are in the development stage, primarily for TTC members: 

• Language House • Moiety Houses for the 
Clans 

• Daycare 

• Community Services 
building 

• Redevelopment 
planning for the 
existing school 

 

 

Areas that were identified as needing improvements included: 

• RecPlex – needs 
windows and 
increased storage 
capabilities 

• Curling rink – needs 
renovation and/or re-
purposing for all 
season use 

• Natural spaces: need 
outlooks from the 
trails; 



 

Community Spaces: Policy Discussion Paper, Teslin OCP Review Page 8 

• Gazebo at the docks • Longhouse • Protection for Hermits 
Lake corridor 

• Parking   

 

Additionally gaps in the existing community spaces were identified, with particular attention paid 

to the need for a youth centre and an elders complex, as well as the need for a safe house 

(which could be seen as more of a community facility, rather than a community “space”). Other 

gaps included a walking trail along the waterfront, with a gathering space by the water, and the 

need for a “Health and Social” building in the centre of the Village, which would help to revive 

the downtown. 

Youth 
In their analysis of Teslin, the youth identified the following types of community places in their 

future Teslin: 

• Stores • Bakery • Petting zoo 

• Roads • Restaurants • Cultural Centre 

• Sports opportunities: 
basketball, skating, 
skateboard 

• Meeting rooms (from 
a repurposed 
RecPlex) 

• Activities centre: 
swimming pool, 
arena, gym, arcade, 
play centre 

• Parks • Movie theatre • Teslin Lake 

• Dirt bike tracks for 
different ability levels 

• Paintball and airsoft7 
opportunities 

 

 

 

Elders 
In their discussion of Teslin, the elders identified the need for a seniors centre as a major gap in 

the services available within Teslin. This space should provide dedicated spaces for activities, 

 
7 Airsoft is a military simulation sport where players participate in mock combat with authentic military-
style weapons and tactics. Unlike paintball, airsoft uses 6mm round BBs made of hard plastic, and no 
paint. The guns used are full scale replicas of real world weapons. The game depends on an honours 
system for participants to call themselves “out” since there is limited evidence of a direct hit, unless there 
are welts on the skin from the impact of the BBs. 
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both structured and unstructured. One suggestion is to repurpose the old school for this use. As 

envisioned by the Teslin elders, a seniors centre should have both indoor and outdoor spaces 

available that would enable youth and seniors to come together for intergenerational learning 

opportunities, places where classes and workshops could be offered, including exercise 

classes, and both indoor and outdoor kitchens. This facility could also provide space for visiting 

doctors and other health practitioners to see people in Teslin to perform health assessments, or 

to support people coming home from treatment. Other health and well-being related concerns 

included the need for bathing facilities, such as a hot tub, foot care and improved home care 

services, supports for caregivers, and connection to the Medic-Alert program.  

The elders also noted that it is important to create a youth drop-in centre as well, and were open 

to the idea of having a joint facility, so long as the needs of both groups were considered in its 

development. 

The elders identified a number of issues with regard to existing community spaces, including the 

lack of accessibility to certain types of programming. For example, the exercise room is upstairs 

at the RecPlex, but there is no elevator. The assumption is that only able-bodied people would 

use the exercise room, and it becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

Accessibility can be an issue anywhere that an electric wheelchair is unable to travel, so that 

would include the need for sidewalks and trails to be made more accessible for elders, and the 

creation of paths between buildings. There was also a supporting request for a walkway around 

the lake. 

Other gaps in services include: 

• Lack of assisted living facility8 in Teslin, meaning that Teslin elders have to leave their 

community if they need this level of care; 

• The need to go to Whitehorse for medical appointments and picking up their 

prescriptions, which can be a problem; 

• The cemetery is filling up, and there are no plans for its expansion in place; 

• The need for a community freezer, for storing meat for the winter, etc.; and 

• The need for a Meals on Wheels program. 

It appears that there needs to be some better publicity about the existing Meals on Wheels 

program, run by the TTC’s Health and Social Department, given that this was seen as a gap. 

Alternatively, there may be limitations in the program, and so the elders may have thought that it 

could be enhanced. 

Community Dinner 
Some of these ideas were tested at the Community Dinner, with the request that the small table 

groups identify which of the multiple ideas generated for new services or facilities were the most 

important. In this exercise, the idea of a Youth Centre and a Seniors Centre were almost tied, 

with the idea of combining the youth and seniors centre also receiving some support. 

 
8 There are some independent living units for seniors in Teslin at this time. However, there are no 
assisted living facilities in Teslin. 
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The idea of a safe house9 and transition housing10 came up as well, with discussion at the 

community dinner seeming to indicate that the idea of a safe house was the highest priority after 

addressing the needs of elders and youth.  

 

Figure 4 Community Dinner Discussion re Community Spaces 

  

 
9  In a generic sense, a safe house is a secret place for sanctuary or suitable to hide persons from the 
law, hostile actors or actions, or from retribution, threats or perceived danger. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Safe_house 
10 Transitional living refers to any type of living situation that is transitional. The primary purpose or 
mission of transitional living environments is temporary. Transitional living facilities often offer low cost 
housing. Transitional living residents that cater to those recovering from economic hardship often 
graduate from a shelter to lesser crowded living situation. Transitional living may or may not have other 
common threads among residents. Transitional living provides professional support, education, and a 
stable living environment. Common types of transitional living include transitioning from jail or prison, an 
addiction treatment center or a mental health facility. They may also target homelessness, especially 
among youth. Transitional living is provided by many well known private and non profit organizations, by 
government, churches and other charitable organizations. 
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transitional_living 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Safe_house
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transitional_living
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Policy Development and Land Allocation for community spaces 
The current OCP has policy related to community spaces, primarily focused on recreation. 

However, Section 3.6 of the OCP addresses “Social Development” needs for the community. 

Within that section, the 2009 priorities were listed as: 

• A substance abuse and treatment rehabilitation centre; 

• A safe house – with the TTC undertaking a feasibility study at the time of OCP adoption; 

• Community garden – which was launched in 2008 and continues to operate; and 

• An assisted living facility – listed as being in development in the fall of 2009. 

As part of the 2009 OCP process, the Village of Teslin also created a Recreation Plan and a 

Village Square Plan, to strengthen community connectivity in the heart of the Village through 

changing the use from exclusively parking to provide an outdoor community events venue. The 

two sub-plans were developed together, so that there is considerable overlap between them. 

Key elements of the Village Square Plan included: 

1. Rethinking the parking and vehicular movement in the Village Square, to make it more 

focused and less space-consuming, including an entry dedicated to pick up and drop off 

for cars and buses, and clearer road connections across Nisutlin Drive; 

2. Adding to the RecPlex, creating a two-storey sun room11 on the south side, with great 

views of the Three Aces, which could serve as an indoor community space for a seniors 

centre (for example); 

3. Build an atrium between the hockey arena and the community centre, roofed with glass, 

to provide additional space and light within the RecPlex, as well as reducing heat loss 

through the walls; 

4. Creating a gathering and event area, as a green space, with the possibility of tents, fire 

pits, etc. 

5. Enhancing connection to the lake through an enhanced boardwalk/trail network within 

the Village Centre, with a destination lake viewing platform or dock; 

6. Proposing a new building site, for a building to be needed in the future, that would 

provide space for essential village services, such as a bank, library, post office, and 

other things that were provided in the former historic building; 

7. Creating new skate and bike parks (see Recreation Plan for full description); 

8. Providing space for important public art that reflects the pride of the people of Teslin in 

their community; 

9. Reducing the area for the Municipal Works Yard; and 

10. Enhancing the trails system. 

 
11 At the time the Village Square Plan was developed, there was a historic building in the middle of the 
parking lot, subject to a lot of debate. Since 2009, that building has been demolished. This sun room 
addition to the RecPlex was imagined to have the same floor space area, so that that the community 
would not lose any community space. 
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Figure 5 Excerpt from Village Square Plan 

The Recreation Plan, adopted along with the OCP, identifies the following objectives: 

Recreation Plan Objective Implementation Status 

1. Creation of three (3) new 
neighbourhood parks, associated 
with neighbourhoods that are farther 
from the centre of the Village, which 
has good park facilities; 

Since 2009 and more so since the completion of the 
Community development Plan in 2015, discussions 
regarding parks/playgrounds have been occurring 
regularly (yearly).  A new $166K playground was 
built in Fox Point in 2016.  Approx. $110K upgrades 
to Friendship park have happened over the last few 
years (Toilets, equipment, picnic tables, gazebo, 
etc.) At the time it was decided that a playground 
would not be built in the Sawmill subdivision as all 
the children were grown up; however, this should be 
revisited every couple years as demographics 
change. It was also agreed that Smarchville was too 
close to the Friendship Park to warrant another so 
close.  Depending on Boundary Expansion, perhaps 
a new playground would be built in the new “green” 
subdivision.  

2. Improvements to the baseball 
diamond, and the creation of an 
archery target practice range nearby, 
in the Airport “no-build” zone; 

There have been improvements to both the outfield 
and the infield of the baseball diamond.  There have 
been new toilets constructed ($15K), and new 
aluminum bleachers purchased ($15K).  The road to 
the baseball diamond and its parking lot was 
upgraded ($45K). 
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Recreation Plan Objective Implementation Status 

3. Improvements to the Marina: 
a. Fish cleaning facility near the 

water, 
b. Lengthening of boat ramp, 
c. Environmental cleanup; 

 

a. Fish cleaning facility near the water Still planning 
to build this.  

b. Lengthening of boat ramp – hasn’t been done yet 

c. Environmental cleanup; There have been many 
cleanup initiatives around the marina from having a 
landscaper contracted each year to keep the 
grounds looking good, installing new signage, 
brushing, building retaining walls, and new sod. 

4. Creation of a beach and 
community day use park along the 
lakeshore near the RecPlex; 
 

The VOT has set up a “Future Development 
Reserve” since 2009 and have so far contributed 
$167K towards this initiative to one day have a 
beach and community day use park along the 
lakeshore across from the RecPlex. 

5. Improvements to the RecPlex, 
including modifications to the 
parking lot to make it an outdoor 
community events venue, and to 
incorporate a youth centre and 
seniors centre; 

Since 2009 there has been over $1M spent on 
upgrades to the RecPlex – both inside and outside. 
Parking Lot improvements to waste heat initiatives to 
building the Mezzanine, new kitchen, in-floor 
heating, etc 
 
If ICIP funding is approved there are plans for a 
Curling Rink and RecPlex Upgrade that includes 
space for a youth centre. 

6. Creation of a BMX bike park, plus 
modifications to the existing skate 
park to provide a greater range of 
ability-level elements (the skate park 
in 2009 was found to be built to an 
advanced level, and hard for 
beginners to use); 

The BMX bike park didn’t materialize; however, the 
youth, during their focus group in April, brought this 
back to the forefront. The skate park is still being 
used but not to full capacity. A contractor has offered 
to assist with planning/building a ramp or 2 within the 
skate park.  A new $45K to $50K basketball court 
was built a couple years ago beside the skate park 
and it is used a lot. 

7. Building a bouldering wall at the 
school; 

A climbing/bouldering wall was built at the school 
about 9 years ago. The School decided to donate 
the wall to another community school. 

8. Creating a shoreline walking path, 
connected to other walking paths; 

The VOT was successful in accessing dollars for trail 
development.  The shoreline walking path (also 
brought up during the April focus group discussions) 
will be looked at again and community consultation 
will happen during this process. 

9. Improvements to facilitate the 
Trans Canada Trail connection 
through Teslin. (NOTE: This aspect 
of the Recreation Plan relies on 
modifications to the Teslin Bridge, 
for safe pedestrian crossing.) 

The new bridge is currently being engineered and is 
scheduled for construction in 2021. 
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The implementation of these two plans was also analyzed in the Background Research Report. 

Elements of the plans have been integrated into the Community Development Plan, and have 

placeholders for implementation through that work. Both Plans may need updating, because 

some of the items have been accomplished, ideas have changed over the years, and there is 

work left to be done on those ideas that continue to be of interest to the Village. 

The 2009 OCP also contains a policy12 to relocate the Village public works yard to the Airport 

Industrial area to enable enhanced recreational opportunities in the Village Centre. This is still 

the intention, but the Industrial subdivision has not yet been created. 

 

Options for the 2019 OCP 
At the time of writing, the Teslin zoning map shows 10 areas set aside for community facilities, 

which include: cemetery, school, RCMP building, churches, municipal complex, TTC offices, 

parks13, churches, and other community facilities. All of these lands are located south of the 

Alaska Highway, and in the heart of the community. Some of these facilities are in the process 

of being updated and/or moved. The OCP land use designation and zoning of the lands 

associated with these community facilities should be maintained for community space purposes, 

particularly those of a public nature. For example, if the school is moved across the highway to 

have the space needs it requires to accommodate the pool and the greenhouse, the current 

school property should be maintained for public uses, such as a seniors centre, seniors assisted 

living facility, youth centre, or other important purpose. 

In 2019, as in 2009, the top concerns with regard to gaps in community spaces related to the 

need for a youth and/or seniors centre, although the need for a safe house14 and transitional 

housing also ranked highly. 

One more potentially controversial idea that emerged was the need for “adult” community 

spaces, such as a bar. Council may wish to test this idea in the near future, or let the 

conversations take place in the community until such time as an application to establish a bar 

comes forward. 

 
12 Policy 5.5.3.3.6 
13 Parks are permitted in every zone, so this does not reflect the number of parks in the Village. 
14 The intention here may be for a shelter for people leaving situations of domestic violence or abuse. 
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Current OCP policy is high level enough and supportive enough to accommodate almost any 

proposed public use within the Village. However, Council may wish to promote certain ideas 

more strongly, and therefore may wish to make policy that is more specific, although all 

development will be undertaken jointly with the TTC, possibly making this approach 

unnecessary. 

Other types of community spaces, such as coffee shops or bars, would be designated as 

commercial uses through the OCP and zoning bylaw, because they would be privately owned. 

One exception would be if the coffee shop or bar use was accessory to a public facility, such as 

the RecPlex, in which case, the zoning bylaw would need to be adapted to permit this type of 

commercial use as an accessory to a Community Facilities use. 

Options 
1. Revisit Village Square Plan and Recreation Plan 

a. Identify those elements that have been accomplished, where the ideas have 

been modified, and where elements are in progress 10 years later 

b. Identify new elements for both plans, as appropriate 

c. Develop a priority list 

d. Integrate priorities into the CDP and OCP, including the Future Land Use map 

2. Together with the TTC, plan for addressing the community’s need for a seniors centre 

that is located in the Village. This planning would require: 

a. Community consultation to determine the necessary components of the seniors 

centre, and whether or not it should be developed jointly with a youth centre; 

b. Identification of a location for the seniors centre, whether the existing school site 

or the RecPlex, or another site. 

c. Completion of a design program for the seniors or seniors/youth centre, with an 

invitation for design assistance to begin the process of raising funds for 

construction. 

3. Undertake a community consultation on establishing more “adult” oriented community 

spaces to determine community acceptance for bars or other adult uses. 

4. Adapt the zoning bylaw to permit accessory commercial uses in community facilities as 

appropriate. 

Recommendations 
Options 1, 2 and 4 are recommended. 

 


