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Message from the Mayor

September 2023

Here is an update on matters the Village of Teslin Council has discussed over the past few months. 

I usually like to be upbeat in these newsletters, but this month focuses on some serious matters. 

During a previous newsletter, I mentioned that VOT would create a permanent berm along 

Jackson Avenue this summer to protect the properties along the road and a lift station. The lift 

station is critical since if it becomes overwhelmed and stops pumping, the community may have 

to be evacuated. A permanent berm reduces work in an average flood event year and, in the 

event of a significant flood season like last summer, allows us to build higher temporary barriers. 

We were very fortunate that we did not have a lot of wave action during last summer’s flood since 

our temporary measures were at their max. Unfortunately, due to some administrative delays 

with other governments, we could not get the permits in place for this year. We will do this work 

next year. 

Looking at this summer’s wildfire season in the Yukon and Northwest Territories, another concern 

for community members is the threat of wildfires. We discussed this topic at a recent joint council 

meeting with Teslin Tlingit Council. We discussed needing a mock or tabletop emergency 

measures exercise to practice our Joint Emergency Measures Plan and hone our skills. We 

conducted a tabletop exercise several years ago, and it was invaluable during the pandemic and 

the flood last year.

We also discussed how to action the other emergency plans we have in place. In August 2022, TTC 

and VOT signed the Teslin Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWWP) with the Yukon 

Government. This plan outlines the actions required to address the threat of wildland fire to the 

community of Teslin. It includes a range of measures, including extensive fuels reduction and fire 

prevention and mitigation activities to be taken around Teslin. As you know, both TTC and VOT  

manage FireSmart projects annually, and sometime over the winter or early spring, we hope to 

host a workshop to explain how homeowners can reduce the threat of fire around their homes. 

TTC is also working on stand conversion in North Teslin off the Sawmill Road, and the old fire 

break around the town needs some work plus more thinning required between the fire break and 

the community. 

We have a great awareness of our situation, but the Village of Teslin and Teslin Tlingit Council and 

the community have much work to do in the coming months and years. 



The number of dogs running loose in the community is rising. We are getting reports of dogs 

wandering into other people’s yards and harassing and intimidating other dogs, if not attacking 

them. People have the right for their dogs to safely be in their yards without the threat of a 

strange dog wandering onto their property. People also have the right to walk around the 

community without feeling fear of dogs. We are concerned about the safety of our community 

members, especially children. Your Snoopy may be someone else’s Cujo. 

According to our bylaw, there should be no dogs loose-at-large in the community. Our Animal 

Control Bylaw states that animals are not allowed to “run at-large” off their owner’s property. 

Your dog can be loose, but it must stay on your property. We leave it up to owners to decide how 

to keep their dogs on their property, whether by a fence, leash, or electronic collar. Please be 

responsible for your dog. We are increasing our efforts to monitor and capture loose dogs in the 

community. If you see a dog wandering loose, please call the Village of Teslin office at (867) 390-

2530.

As with every newsletter, I greatly thank our staff, who work tirelessly to deliver services daily. 

Without their dedication, our community would not have the level of services it enjoys. 

Gord Curran

Mayor of Teslin



Administrative Report

August 2023

TESLIN ROADS

We have been patching potholes over the past 2 months and we finished this project for the year.  Speed bumps 

have been removed for the season and the holes in the road have been patched where they were installed.

If there are any concerns with the road conditions, please call the office.

SOLID WASTE FACILITY/RECYCLING

The solid waste facility hours are as follows:

Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday are Closed to the public.

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday – Noon to 5:30 pm

Saturday – 09:30 am to 4:30 pm

Make sure you stop and see the attendant before dumping.

There is no after-hours access to the facility so please plan accordingly.

Recycling bins need to be at the end of your driveway by 9 a.m. Wednesday mornings for pickup. Please

ensure there is no garbage in your recycling bins.

An average of one refuse bin a week is being sent to the Whitehorse landfill for disposal. Everyone is

encouraged to do recycling at home, and at work, to reduce the amount of material that goes to the landfill.

LAGOON AND SEWER SYSTEM

All sewer lines are in good working order. Please be aware and careful of what is being flushed down the 

sewer system.  

TKO Services (Khiel Davies) is providing pump-out services in Teslin please call 334-5636 to schedule your 

pump-out.

The Village of Teslin will be providing a temporary pump-out service for the community and surrounding area 

as needed.  Please phone TKO first for all pump–out requests as VOT is only providing these services as a last 

resort.



Administrative Report

August 2023

WATER QUALITY/ WATER DELIVERY

The Water Treatment Plant (WTP) is in good working condition.

Please notify us if you will be away and do not require water delivery.

Kindly ensure that spouts and tank whistles are in good working order and that lids are closed to help avoid

water overflow.

Please ensure your driveways are clear and accessible for the water truck and that the path to your fill spout

is clean of dog feces, and obstacles.

The Village of Teslin is expecting delivery of our new water truck in mid-November.

When constructing new buildings or renovating buildings please contact the Village office to get a copy of the

water bylaw to ensure your water systems comply.

With the increasing demand for water delivery, schedules may be changed from time to time. 

 If you have any questions regarding the new bylaw, please reach out to our office.

DOG CONTROL 

The animal control bylaw is available on our website www.teslin.ca

Please ensure your pets are secure on your property. We take dog control very seriously and are actively 

pursuing loose dogs. Our public works staff patrol for stray dogs 7 days a week and we continue patrolling in 

the evenings.  If you have stray dogs wandering on your property, please call the Village office.

If you need materials to secure your dog on your property, let us know and we can provide them to you. 

If your female dog is in heat, please keep them secure in your yard or home to help avoid dogs packing in 

groups.

Once a dog is picked up by our staff, we notify the owner and if they are not picked up by the owner 

after three business days, they are sent to the animal shelter in Whitehorse. 

The Village of Teslin has partnered with Yukon Government & Humane Society on a dog surrender program, 

so if you need to surrender a dog, please give us a call and we can assist with making arrangements.

http://www.teslin.ca/


Administrative Report

August 2023

PROJECTS

The Village of Teslin’s Municipal Administration building is on schedule and is due for completion this fall.

The landfill scale project is currently out for tender, and we are expecting the project to be completed late 

fall.

The Teslin Alaska highway Right of Way Vegetation project was tendered earlier in the summer and is now 

complete.

STAFFING

We are currently advertising for an Auxiliary Administration Assistant.  Closing dates may vary so please 

contact the office with any questions.

Please submit your resume to:

Chad Thomas, CAO

Village of Teslin

Box 130  Teslin, Yukon Y0A1B0

Phone: (867)390-2530 – Fax: (867)3902104    Email: CAO@teslin.ca

PERMANENT FLOOD MITIGATION

TTC and the Village of Teslin are seeking funding to complete permanent flood measures and are in the 

planning stages. Community consultation on permanent measures will be ongoing.  

If you think that there is an important project that the Village of Teslin should consider that will help the 

community, we want to hear your suggestion. 

 

OTHER

We are planning for future projects, and we will be doing community consultation please respond as we 

appreciate community feedback, and your input is considered during decision-making.

Check the electronic sign or our website www.teslin.ca  regularly for updated notices and messages.

Chad Thomas, CAO

http://www.teslin.ca/


Lindsay Johnston 

Rec Manager

Contact 
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E:  teslinrec@teslin.ca

T: 390-2530

Facebook:
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Canoeing Activity





FALL PRE-SCHOOL 
ACTIVITIES:

AUTUMN TREE PAINTING 
WITH COTTON BALLS



SUPPLIES

• Printable branch template (optional)

• Canvas paper pad or white cardstock if you are using the 
template

• Acrylic Paint in fall colors

• Pain Brushes

• Paint Palette and water container, recycled containers work great

• Cotton balls

• Clothespins

INSTRUCTIONS TO MAKE YOUR FALL TREE PAINTING

1. Because this autumn tree painting is more of a branch than a 
whole tree, you want to cut your paper in half for a 
horizontal painting, which I think looks pretty cool!
The canvas pad was 12 x 16 inches so our finished size was 12 x 
8 inches when cut in half. You could also use whatever canvas 
you have at home. Or if you are using the template, you will 
use white cardstock.
2. Mix up your paints.
3. Paint the entire canvas with blue for the sky.
4. Draw in a branch with a pencil. Depending on the age of the 
child, they may need some help to do this. Using my free 
printable branch template makes this easier, especially for 
younger kids, while older kids might prefer to draw their own.
Paint the branch black and let it dry before moving on.
5. Make your cotton ball paintbrushes and start painting. We 
started with red first, then orange, and painted the yellow last. 
I didn’t worry too much about the colors drying in between and 
they didn’t seem to mix or smudge together.



Easy Apple Bundt Cake Recipe

Ingredients

❑ 6 cups diced apple (about 5 medium apples)
❑ 1 1/2 cups sugar
❑ 1 tablespoon cinnamon
❑ 1/2 teaspoon nutmeg, freshly ground
❑ 1 cup cinnamon applesauce
❑ 1 1/2 sticks (3/4 cup) butter, melted and cooled, plus a little to butter the pans
❑ 2 teaspoons vanilla
❑ 3 eggs
❑ 1 1/2 cups white whole wheat flour
❑ 1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour, plus a little to sprinkle in the pans
❑ 2 teaspoons baking powder
❑ 1 teaspoon baking soda
❑ 1 teaspoon salt
❑ Powdered sugar or caramel sauce (optional)

Instructions

1.Preheat the oven to 350°F. Butter and flour two medium Bundt pans (about 8″ across 
with 6- cup capacity).
2.Combine the apples, sugar, cinnamon, and nutmeg in a large bowl. Add the applesauce, 
butter, vanilla, and eggs and mix well. Add the flour, baking powder, baking soda, and salt 
and stir just until mixed.
3.Pour the batter into the Bundt pans and bake for 40–45 minutes or until a toothpick 
inserted in the center of the cakes comes out clean. Cool the Bundt cakes for 10 minutes, 
then invert them on a wire rack. Dust the cakes with powdered sugar or drizzle them with 
caramel sauce, if desired. This cake is excellent served warm with a scoop of vanilla ice 
cream.

















CBC Kids Book Club Pick:
• Where Do Your Feelings Live?: by Catherine Hernandez, illustrated by  

Myriam Chery.
• Because You Are: by Jael Richardson, illustrated by Nneka Myers.
• Coolichan Moon: by Samantha Beynon, illustrated by Lucy Trimble.
• Choose Kindness: by Ruth Ohi



Teslin Recreation continues to provide the 

community with many activities. The Teslin 

Recreation Facebook page will be a primary 

source of communication about what we have 

on the go.
https://www.facebook.com/people/Teslin-Recreation

http://www.facebook.com/people/Teslin-Recreation
http://www.facebook.com/people/Teslin-Recreation






Teslin EMS Meeting & Training is 
scheduled every 1st & 3rd Tuesday 
of the month at the new Fire Hall

Contact your local EMSsupervisor:
Patty Wiseman

390-2101 or 334-3047

Teslin Volunteer Fire 
Department Regular Meeting is 

scheduled every2nd& 4th 

Wednesday of the month at the 
new Fire Hall.





Thank you very much to all those who contributed 

to this months issue, and special thanks to all those 

who shared their awesome photos.

To receive an electronic copy of the Teslin 

Post and/or if you would like to have 

something posted in the monthly issue, please 

email: teslinrec@teslin.ca or 

admin.teslin@teslin.ca

Any comments, suggestions, ideas, and photos are 

always welcome.

mailto:teslinrec@teslin.ca
mailto:admin.teslin@teslin.ca
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