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The Teslin Post
The Fire of 2009

On July 31, 2009, twenty"four Þres started within a twenty"four hour period. Three of those Þres 
were on the south side of Teslin Lake. By mid"afternoon, smoke was blanketing the community. 
Cold ash and burnt needles began to fall from the sky. People became worried and wondered 
Òcan the Þre jump the lake?Ó Ken Colbert, Director of Wild Lands Fire Management with YTG, 
connected with CAO Wes Wirth and stated that the Þre was too volatile to take any direct 
action. However, the Teslin Þres were burning in a wilderness zone and there was no immediate 
threat to lives or property.  
Not every citizen bought that idea and many hosed down their houses, sheds and anything in 
the yard that looked ßammable. Professionals and towns folk monitored the Þre and considered 
their next steps. Fortunately by late Saturday afternoon##the wind changed direction and the 
immediate danger to our town was over. 
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Volume 1 Number 8
The big story for August began in July. The Þre on the weekend of July 31 looked ugly and 
dangerous. More than one citizen was Þguring out what to grab Þrst in case of an evacuation. 
Thank goodness that didnÕt happen. Those on the front lines###especially the Wildlands Fire 
Management people and our own VOT did a terriÞc job. Read the VOT Fire Log Book on page 3. 
It tells you who did what and when...
Also municipal elections are coming soon. In this edition we nudge Teslanders towards thinking 
about the election process. I am hoping to goad some former Mayors into commenting, for the 
next edition, on what they believe makes for a good municipal council. 

Lastly, it is great to hear from the legendary Richard Burke. 
RichardÕs health has taken a couple of hits over the past few years. 
He is now Òon the mendÓ and thriving across the pond.
As always##any suggestions, ideas, photos, or comments are always 
welcome. Drop o$ a note at the Village o%ce or email me at: 
mhodgson@northwestel.net
Regards,
Mike Hodgson
The Collator 

mailto:mhodgson@northwestel.net
mailto:mhodgson@northwestel.net
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On the evening of July 30 large black clouds began piling up in the south"west sky across from Teslin. A 
young couple standing on the micro"wave hill watch as the storm blows toward the community.  They 
witness at least two strikes and see smoke start to rise. The Þrst known Þre report is called in....

VOT Log Book

July 31, 2009

0800hrs ! Village of Teslin receives report of Þre across the lake.
1300hrs! Call from Councillor Hassard requesting an update.
1530hrs!! Ken Colbert &Director of Wild Lands Fire Management' responds to VOT request for   
! ! information.
1600hrs! Meeting with Doug Cote &Wildland Fire Supervisor', Rob Anderson &VOT Public Works', 
! ! and RCMP Cpl. Sean Pike
! ! Heavy smoke in community. Health advisory issued.
! ! VOT public works & Volunteer Fire Department begin community patrols
1615hrs!! VOT contacts Emergency Measures &EMO' in Whitehorse
1620hrs!! EMO returns call. Conference call with Whitehorse contacts.
! ! Advisory recommended. Possibly an alert will be called.
1630hrs!! Updated Councillor Hassard
1635hrs!! Spoke with M. Hodgson regarding possible evacuation arrangements.
1640hrs! Advised that a health alert be issued to radio stations
1700hrs! Spoke with Social Services in Whitehorse. M. Hodgson will be their on"site representative.
1750hrs!! Fire update ## the two Þres have joined. Smoke plume going straight up. Embers are cold 
! ! before landing in the community. There is no anticipated threat at this time. Community 
! ! patrols continue.
1810hrs!! RCMP and Ambulance Service advised of Òno real threatÓ advisory
1820hrs!! Advised Councillor Hassard of Þre status
1825hrs!! M. Hodgson to remain on standby.  Accommodation for residents is available, if needed, in 
! ! Whitehorse.
2015hrs!! Update from Wild Land Þres. Wind direction has changed. Fire is still 5 kms from shore 
and ! ! moving to the south of the town.
2020hrs! Updated Councillor Hassard, M. Hodgson, Social Services, and EMO. Unable to reach 
! ! RCMP.
! ! Next update 2145hrs
2200hrs! Fire quiet. Stepping down overnight.
! ! Community patrols stop

Continued on the next page
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VOT Log Book

August 1, 2009

1020hrs! Received report from WildÞre/Fire DepÕt. Standing down till next report.
! ! Contacted Mike Templeton &EMO', Mayor Smarch, M. Hodgson, Social Services, RCMP 
for update.
1045hrs!! Advised sta$ and contacted Mayor regarding community meeting.
1113hrs! ! Met with D. Hogan &TTC' and the Mayor regarding community meeting this afternoon.
1215hrs! ! Toured Þre area with Wild land Fire O%cials.
14oohrs! Discussed methods of getting the word out regarding the community meeting. The Teslin 
! ! Fire Department will go door to door. 
1700hrs! Community meeting at the Rec Plex.
1900hrs! Standing down for the evening. All contacts advised
2000hrs! New smoke in the community is from Teslin River and Carmacks Þres

August 2, 2009
0900hrs! Attended WildÞre o%ce. Lots of smoke overnight from other Þres.
1100hrs!! Standing down ##telephone contact maintained. 
! ! Mayor updated on Þre situation.
1400hrs! Fire is now burning away from the town. Current size is 4000 hectares 

Blackened needles and ash begin 
falling on Friday afternoon....

On Saturday burnt debris begins to pile 
up along the shore
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A short conversation with,  Jennifer Magnuson, the 
Communication O!cer for Wild Land Fire Management. 

Q. Why werenÕt people on the ground Þghting this particular Þre?
A. It was simply not safe to have Þre Þghters across the lake. The Þre was moving too quickly. 

The burning was also in a Wilderness Zone. Current policy is to simply let it burn. There 
were certain heritage buildings across the lake that would, if necessary, be protected.

Q. Forest Þres have jumped the lake before ... probably in 1953 and deÞnitely in 1958. Could it 
happen again?

A. Yes. However, this Þre was never really aggressive enough to make the jump. Teslin Lake is a 
one very large humidity bubble that will create a super obstacle for any Þre. Fat Creek, on 
the far shore, had a much smaller humidity bubble and it slowed the Þre down considerably. 

Q. Were there Þre Þghters on standby ... if spot Þres developed?
A. During the worst of the Þre, there was a crew for the NWT in Teslin on standby. Luckily 
they were not needed.

J Swales
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Every three years a municipal election is held and this year we go the polls to elect a mayor and four 
councillors. The advance poll this year is October 8 and the regular poll is October 15. Nominations for 
office close on September 24 @ 12 noon. The returning officer will be Jay Dobson as passed by council 
bylaw.  

The office of mayor as defined in the municipal act is to preside over the council meetings, provide 
leadership and direction to Council and the CAO and sit on any boards or committees that are established 
by Council. Each member of Council as defined in the municipal act has a duty to consider the well being 
and interests of the municipality as a whole, participate in developing and evaluating policies, services 
and programs of the municipality, and participate in meetings of the council. 

How does Council effectively do this? Let’s take an example of policy development. Every community 
faces the issue of a buy local policy. Council would advise the CAO that they wish to review this policy. 
The CAO would then prepare a summary of the issue and provide the current policy. Council would pick 
up their package well before the meeting and review the issue(s) so that they can form an opinion and 
engage you the citizen as to what your thoughts might be on the matter. Council members then come to 
the meeting to discuss what they think would be in the best interest of the community. This might result in 
further debate at the council meeting (which is a good thing) or a request for further information (review 
of other policies, etc.) Council meetings are open to the public in order for you to tell Council what your 
thoughts are on a particular subject so that when Council discusses it they know what the opinion of some 
citizens might be. 

Council’s job then is to evaluate what is best for the community based on what they heard, what they 
think, and common sense…they then set the policy and the CAO ensures that the policy is followed. 
Council decides what the threshold should be to buy local. At what point does the local economic interest 
outweigh purchasing it from somewhere else for a cheaper price. Is the threshold 10%, 20%, 100% or 
zero?   

Council is an exciting opportunity to make policy and set direction for the community that you live in. It 
requires a willingness to talk to people and make informed decisions on issues that affect you whether it 
is a policy or a new program. 

The association of Yukon Communities has developed a 7 minute DVD titled “Go for it…Run for 
Council” that is free to you. Feel free to pick this up at the Village Office which gives you some further 
information about Council’s role. 

So…GO FOR IT - RUN FOR COUNCIL!   

Municipal Elections are Coming!
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What do Councillors do?
They are the sounding board for the 
community.
They attend regular council meetings.
Read pertinent material and assist in making 
decisions that a$ect the community of Teslin.

What do Teslin Councillors get 
paid?
They receive (250.00 every month for engaging 
with citizens; Þelding inquires and concerns; 
and discussions with the CAO.
They receive (125.00 for every council meeting 
they attend.
Plus! For meetings other than council meetings:
They receive (150.00 for every meeting they 
attend that is under 4 hours in duration.
They receive (200.00 for every meeting they 
attend that is over four hours in duration.
Sweet.

What are the duties of a Mayor?

The Mayor is the public face of our community 
to the rest of the Yukon. The Mayor is our 
spokes person to the world at large.
They chair council meetings.
They, in conjunction with the CAO, set the 
agenda for all meetings.
The attend and speak at public functions.

What do Teslin Mayors get paid?
Well, the Mayor receives (312.50 every month 
and (125.00 per council meeting.
There is usually two councils meetings every 
month.
Plus! For meetings other than council meetings:
The Mayor gets (150.00 for every meeting 
attended that is less than 4 hours in duration.
The Mayor gets (200.00 for every meeting 
attended that is over 4 hours in duration. 
Lucrative.

So you wanna run for town council......
Municipal elections are coming this fall and here are 
some dates to remember:

1.The last day to Þle nomination papers is September 24
2.The advance poll is October 8
3.The election day is October 15

Also nomination papers &and cool little DVD on running for council' are 
available at the Village O%ce.
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Wes Wirth Bids Farewell to Teslin

The Village of Teslin is losing its trusted and skilled CAO to the Yukon Territorial Government. Sadly, 
Wes Wirth has accepted the position of Manager of Operations and Programs with Community 
Services.  The gentleman will be splitting his work between the VOT and YTG beginning on 
September 8 before moving into Whitehorse full time on October 1, 2009.  Wes Wirth became TeslinÕs 
Chief Administrative O%cer on July 2, 2003.  Wes states that from the beginning he enjoyed the 
opportunity and challenge of working in our community. 

When asked about the highlights of his tenure, the CAO felt the completion of the forced main sewer 
system was high on his list. Wes saw the project as a successful community"oriented experience where 
local contractors and individuals helped build local infrastructure. The artiÞcial ice project was a huge 
challenge for the community and he is satisÞed with its completion. Also, the CAO is extremely 
pleased with the progress of the landÞll and recycling programme. The change from a polluting dump 
site to a low impact landÞll was a success for the entire community.
Also, Wes feels that Teslin should be pleased with the increased level of sta$ competence.  There has 
been a concentrated e$ort in having employees become qualiÞed to work in the specialized 
atmosphere of a modern village.

Disappointments? Wes would have like to be present for the completion of the ÔO%cial Community 
PlanÕ.  He also noted that participation in the planning process was far less than expected.

There is no doubt that Wes Wirth has set a high standard for future CAOs in Teslin. We wish him all 
the best in his future endeavours. 
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Turn In Poachers and Polluters (anonymous, cash rewards): 
1-800-661-0525

Do your part to protect Yukon wildlife and the environment!

Protectors of the land and water

Field Notes
Kim Melton                                      John Klein
TTC Fish & Wildlife O%cer          YTG Conservation O%cer

As the leaves start turningÐÐÐÐit!s time to get the quads tuned up; the guns sighted in; 
and get back to the bush! We!d like to remind all TTC citizens to get their ÒAccess 
PermitsÓ from the TTC Lands and Resources OfÞce; and resident hunters to get their 
hunting license and game seals from Environment Yukon. Resident hunters are also 
reminded that a ÒTTC Access PermitÓ is required for hunting on Category "A! Settlement 
Lands.
When sprucing up your campÐÐwhy not get some new reading material? The 2009 Yukon 
Hunting Regulations are now available and can be picked up at either the TTC Lands and 
Resources or the Environment Yukon ofÞce. Keep an eye out for the new brochures from 
TTC on hunting in the Traditional Territory as well. Questions? Please come and talk to 
any of us in the Þeld and we!ll do the best we can to help you out. That!s what we!re here 
for. 
Here is to an excellent fall and we!ll see you out there!
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CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER UPDATE

Community!Events # 
Public#response to#the July#1#and#July#5#celebrations#were#very 
positive.#TTC#celebration#went#well#by#all# 
accounts.#Numbers#were#not#quite#what#was#expected.# 

Sustainability!Planning # 
We#are#still#waiting#for#the#contractor to meet with on our 
Economic Development Plan

Projects!  
Marina# 
The rock Þreplace requires some repair and we are waiting for the contractor to attend to this.
EMO# 
Meeting#was#held#with#Council#and#YG#Department#of#Health#with#regard#to#H1N1#pandemic.#A public#information# 
session#was#also#held#on#August#5.# 

Community!Infrastructure!  
Community#Recreation#Complex! 
Gas#Tax#application#has#been#approved#for#additional#funding#for#recreation#complex#roof#repair#contract. We# 
have contacted#an#engineer#to#develop#drawings/tender#package#for#this#work#as#recommended#by#Flaghill# 
Woodworks.
We#are#presently# working#on#the#tender#for#the#exercise#room#which#has#been#approved#by#CDF#and#this#should# 
be# out#shortly.# 
Old#Community#Hall# 
This will#be#further#discussed#in#September#as#part#of#the#next#phase#of#OCP/municipal#square#discussions.# 
Municipal#Centre# 
Project#has been#completed.# 
Park# 
Land for#park#on#Sawmill#Road has#now#been#transferred#pending#completion#of#survey.# 
Swings#and#benches#have been# installed#in#the#friendship#park#to#complete#this long#overdue project.
LandÞll# 
We#still#need#to reinstall#our#electric#fencing. Purchase#of#compost#bins#is#underway.#Chipper#rental#may#now#be# 
approved#by#the gas#tax.#

Continued on next page
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Water#System# 
The#tender#for#the#stainless#steel#water#tank#has#closed#with#one#bid#being#received.#Work#on#well#drilling#project# 
and#arsenic#removal#projects#have#commenced.#Contribution#agreement#signed#and#returned#to#YG.# 
Sewer#System/Lagoon# 
Sewer#line#ßushing#and#cameraing#will#occur#between#Aug#10#Ð 24,#2009. Mowing#has#been#completed#along# 
Lagoon/wetland#roadways.#We#will#be#draining#cell###4#to#the#wetlands#shortly.#

Programming!  
Recreation# 
Reduced#programming#is#occurring#during#August.#Youth#center#continues#to#operate.# 

Other!Activities! 
Financial#Process# 
The#fall#will#require#us#to#focus#on#meeting#the#requirements#of#PSAB#3150#guidelines.#Some#work#has already# 
been#completed#on#this#but#a#considerable#amount#of#work#is#still#required.# 
Yukon#Rural#Roundtable# 
Land#Issues# 
OCP#review#will#resume#with#the#next#round#of#public#consultations#to#occur#in#mid#September.# 
StafÞng# 
We#have#hired#two casuals to#cover#for#vacation#and#LWOP#during#the#summer#months.#An#ad#for#a#term#position# 
is#out#for#the#front#ofÞce.#Firesmart#applications#are#now#being#accepted#for#the#Þre#smart#program#to#start#on# 
August#31.# 
Teslin#Tlingit#Council# 
No#revised#date#for#a#Joint#Council#Meeting has#been#proposed#at#this#point.

Are you Recycling? Are you helping ensure  
thatTeslinÕs environment remains healthy? 
Get a Blue Box and recycle responsibly. 
Phone Shawna at the Village o%ce and ask 
for details...
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     Jottings from England

        Leeds, West Yorkshire, England

How time ßies. It will soon be 2 years 
since I left Teslin and it yet it seems like 
yesterday. Since then I have been living 
here in the north of England in West 
Yorkshire --- about 2 hours by train from London. Leeds has nearly 1 million people, and 80,000 
university students attending the 2 universities near where I live. Fortunately, I am very near the 
English countryside and speciÞcally the Yorkshire Dales and Yorkshire Moors where I often go 
on long walking tours. I like the Dales where all that can be heard is birdsong, the lowing of 
cattle, the bleating of sheep and the occasional chime of a village church bell.
In an hour of two it is possible to get by air from here to the great cities of Europe such as 
Amsterdam, Paris, Berlin, Rome or Vienna. Because of the cheap ßights available from the 
many budget airlines, it is often cheaper to get from here to one of these or other cities than it is 
to go from Teslin to Whitehorse. I have traveled to some of these and other places over the past 
two years, and still marvel at the diversity of cultures and languages, the wealth of the regions 
museums and architecture. It is a powerhouse of art, literature and music. Nevertheless, I do 
miss Teslin, Whitehorse and Old Crow, and more especially the camaraderie of the school staff, 
old friends and of course the little darlings in the classrooms. Stephen Frost sometimes phones 
from Old Crow and always tells me what is going on there. I have also been in touch with 
several people in Teslin and a few people from there and Whitehorse have even called and 
visited me here in Leeds.
My traveling came to a sudden halt in May when a tumor was found in my stomach. After a lot 
of worry and waiting, this turned out to be benign and harmless, but I am extremely sore and 
weak after the surgery and it will take a few months for me to fully recover.
I am planning to go back and visit Teslin and the Yukon as soon as I get better, so I hope to see 
you all soon. You are always welcome to visit.

Take care, 

Richard

Richard Burke
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Vi!age Updat"
3 August 2009

Special Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Highlights

Meeting sm01"09

 Mayor Robin Smarch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Robin Smarch; Councillor Stacey Hassard; Councillor Sandy Smarch 
  
Members Absent: Councillor Margaret Douville 
  
Public Present: MLA Marian Horne, Sharron Anderson, Rob Anderson, Kristyne Geddes 

Mayor wanted to know if letter had been sent to MLA Horne 
CAO advised that he was still waiting for further information from the Þre department 
Mayor wanted to know if letters had gone out to all citizens about parking in front of the Recreation 
Complex. 
CAO advised that signage had been placed and posters on the building windows but no ßyers had gone 
out as of yet. 
~carried~ 

4 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ADMINISTRATION , STANDING OR SPECIAL 
COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL  
4.1 Financial Statements for June 2009 
# 115-SM01-09 
Moved by Councillor S. Smarch; Seconded by Councillor Hassard; 
BE IT RESOLVED that Village Council approves the Þnancial statements for June 
2009 as presented. 
Council requested clariÞcation on Vehicle Expenses and Advertising costs. 
CAO to provide information at next Council meeting 
~carried~ 

7 NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
7.1 Yukon Housing Conditional Development Permit 
# 118-SM01-09 
Moved by Councillor S. Smarch; Seconded by Councillor Hassard; 
BE IT RESOLVED that Village Council approves the Development Permit as presented with the 
decision date of August 3, 2009. 
~carried~ 

Continued on the next page
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7.2 Policy # 01-09 Use of Own Vehicle for Work activities 
# 119-SM01-09 
Moved by Councillor Hassard; Seconded by Councillor S. Smarch; 
BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves Policy 01-09 as presented. 
~carried~ 
7.3 Playground Inspector CertiÞcation 
7.4 Review of Monitoring and Assessment of Well Tender 
# 120-SM01-09 
Moved by Councillor Hassard; Seconded by Councillor S. Smarch; 
BE IT RESOLVED that Council awards the contract for Well Monitoring and 
Assessment to the EBA/YES group for $67,286.00 inclusive of GST. 
~carried~ 
7.5 Revised Milestones and Budget for Water Projects 
# 121-SM01-09 
Moved by Councillor Hassard; Seconded by Councillor S. Smarch; 
BE IT RESOLVED that Village Council agrees with the revised milestones in the 
contribution agreement and agrees to enter into the agreement with the Government of 
Yukon for Building Canada Fund water related projects in the amount of $1,000,000 
as presented. 
~carried~ 
7.6 MOU for Animal Control 
Councillor S. Smarch recommended that we purchase dog tags that are of 
better quality the next time we need some.   
7.7 Nisutlin Drive Road Allowance 
#122-SM01-09 
Moved by Councillor Hassard; Seconded by Councillor S. Smarch; 
BE IT RESOLVED that the road allowance for Nisutlin Drive has been reduced from 
previous Alaska Highway 45 meters width to 24 meters. 
~carried~ 
7.8 Arena Exit Door Replacement 
# 123-SM01-09 
Moved by Councillor Hassard; Seconded by Councillor S. Smarch; 
BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves the quote from Flaghill Woodworks for 
the repair of the Arena Exit Door Replacement and approves the expenditure from the 
Building Reserve Account. 
~carried~ 
7.10 Pandemic/H1N1 Meeting 
Council will meet at 12 noon on Wednesday to hear the presentation on the H1N1 issues. 
7.11 Elected OfÞcials training dates 
Council agrees to the dates of Nov. 6 - Nov. 8 for the newly elected ofÞcials training. 

Continued on the next page
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8 QUESTION PERIOD 
8.1 Forest Fire Concerns 
A discussion ensued with regard to the current forest Þre. Some of council 
indicated to the MLA they had concerns with how the forest Þre situation 
was handled and why it was not handled immediately.  
9 CLOSED SESSION 
9.1 CAO Evaluation 
9.2 StafÞng Concerns 
10 ADJOURNMENT  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM. 

Home Concerts Come To Teslin
Dave Hett and Carolyn Allen are hoping the idea of ÔHome ConcertsÕ will soon take hold in Teslin. The 
couple are opening their home for visiting entertainers to hold their concerts. 
Home concerts have become a national phenomena. People, especially in rural Canada, are now able to enjoy 
high quality entertainment in the cozy and relaxed atmosphere of a private residence. Make no mistake##
these are concerts##not private parties.  Dave and Carolyn indicate that there will be a fee with all proceeds 
going to the performer. They expect to charge somewhere in the area of twenty dollars per person. This will 
be an RSVP a$air with probably no ticket sales at the door.
So, heres who is coming. Check out their websites to Þnd out more about these artists...

 September""""""""""""""""""""""Nathan Rogers &www.nathanrogers.ca'
 October"""""""""""""""""""""""""Yael Wand &www.yaelwand.com/music'
 November""""""""""""""""""""""Tim Harrison & Penny Sidor &www.timharrison.ca/album' and 
! ! ! ! &www.pennysidor.ca'
 February""""""""""""""""""""""""Luther Wright &www.lutherwright.com'
 March"""""""""""""""""""""""""""Bill Bourne &www.billbourne.com'
 April """"""""""""""""""""""""""""Kate Reid &www.katereid.net/music'

No concert dates have been set. So... watch for posters; updates in The Post; emails; or listen very closely to 
the moccasin telegraph...

Continued on the next page

http://www.nathanrogers.ca
http://www.nathanrogers.ca
http://www.yaelwand.com/music
http://www.yaelwand.com/music
http://www.timharrison.ca/album
http://www.timharrison.ca/album
http://www.pennysidor.ca
http://www.pennysidor.ca
http://www.lutherwright.com
http://www.lutherwright.com
http://www.billbourne.com
http://www.billbourne.com
http://www.katereid.net/music
http://www.katereid.net/music


VOLUME 1 NUMBER 8                    ON LINE EDITION! AUGUST 28, 2009

! PAGE 16

What Are House Concerts?
(I plagiarized this from the Home Routes website)

House concerts  are just what they sound like, a full-scale  musical concert with a solo or duo or trio performance 
located directly in the biggest room or two of your house. Here are some basic  facts  about house concerts  that need 
to articulated clearly so that everybody is on exactly the same page.

House concerts  exist throughout North America and have been spawned by the folk-roots  community  so that folk 
musicians  can compete, on a more  level playing field, with the industrial music  industry. Folk  Music, in all  its  forms 
has traditionally been perceived as non-commercial music.
House concerts  are not free events; people pay to get into them, but they are conducted entirely by invitation and by 
word of mouth rather than by advertising through postering or media. The secret of house concerts lies  in the 
combination of presenting excellent performers  and having the word of mouth spread over time so that the  phone-
email list of the presenter becomes  a viable and valuable asset. As  people learn to trust the quality level of a house 
concert, it sometimes becomes necessary to take reservations because the space fills up quickly.

Most house concerts operate without a sound system, performers  play and sing acoustically, occasionally someone 
needs a little amp for their keyboard and they bring that with them.

There are House Concerts  being given in almost every part  of the US  and Canada. Some house concerts  are "one-
shots," but most are presented as  a series, usually  every two to eight weeks  over a "season" of anywhere from six to 
twelve months. Some concert  rooms hold 50  people and some hold 25  or fewer. Some are held inside, some outside. 
The whole house concert "scene" is a kaleidoscope of different experiences and personalities - and that's half the fun.

Nathan Rogers

Bill Bourne
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Highlights of the Village of Teslin Council Meeting
Meeting # 15"09 August 10, 2009

Members Present: Mayor Robin Smarch; Councillor Margaret Douville; Councillor Sandy Smarch; 
Councillor Stacey Hassard 
Public Present: Jamie Mooney; Kristyne Geddes
3 Hearing of Delegations and Individuals 
3.1 Ecofor 
Jamie Mooney of Ecofor did a short presentation on what his company does and what he is doing in 
Teslin. He is undertaking heritage assessment work for YG and TTC on the proposed subdivisions. 
5 Reports from Village Administration, Standing or Special Committees of 
Council 
5.1 CAO Report - July 2009 
Mayor Smarch noted the spelling error under LandÞll. 
5.2 Responses to Council Concerns on June Financial Statements 
Council had a discussion on the merits of the newsletter and agreed to continue to fund this activity. 
CAO will fund from administration wages till next year's budget. 
8 Consideration of Items of Accounts Payable by Village 
8.1 Accounts Payable for July 2009 
# 127-15-09 
Moved by Councillor Hassard; Seconded by Councillor S. Smarch; 
BE IT RESOLVED that Village Council approves the Accounts Payable for July 
2009 in the amount of $215,047.33 as presented. 
Council questioned whether we should be paying for staff medicals. CAO will advise. 
~carried~ 
10 New and UnÞnished Business 
10.1 Bids for Stainless Steel Water Tank 
# 128-15-09 
Moved by Councillor Douville; Seconded by Councillor S. Smarch; 
BE IT RESOLVED that Village Council awards the contract for the Stainless Steel Water Tank be 
awarded to Deadman Creek Enterprises for the sum of $91,231.68 inclusive of GST. 
~carried - Councillor Hassard abstained from the vote~ 
10.3 Teslin Arena Exercise Room Tender 
# 129-15-09 
Moved by Councillor S. Smarch; Seconded by Councillor Douville; 
BE IT RESOLVED that Village Council wishes to issue a tender for the construction 
of an exercise room in the Arena Mezzanine. (CDF 90%, VOT 10%) 
~carried (3 to 1)Councillor Hassard voted in opposition to the motion~ 
10.4 LandÞll 
Councillor Hassard wanted to know why both bins at the landÞll were being 
Þlled simultaneously. 
CAO agreed that this should not happen and will investigate why.  
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The Teslin Post comes out monthly. But... it is only printed now 
and again. The village has printed copies only three times. It is 
costly.  However, ÒThe PostÓ can be emailed to you, your friends, 
your loved ones, and/or complete strangers every month. No 
stamps ... No paper ... and its free. All you have to do is email 
Shawna at the village o%ce...

shawna.anderson@teslin.ca

... and politely ask to be put on the email list. You can also get it 
&or read all old ones' on the Village of Teslin website at:

http://www.teslin.ca/

However, it often takes several days to get the latest edition up on 
the website. The webÕs quality also seems a bit o$ sometimes. So 
email Shawna and ask for the home delivery option

mailto:shawna.anderson@teslin.ca
mailto:shawna.anderson@teslin.ca
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The second round of our O%cial Community Plan review and update will continue on September 
15 # 17. In the upcoming weeks, you will receive a schedule outlining meeting times, place and 
topics. High on the agenda will be further discussion about the Village Square and TeslinÕs 
recreation plan. What develops at the meetings will be transformed into the blueprints for the 
community and be the direction for Council for many years to come. As you can see, your views 
are extremely valuable to this process.  DonÕt be left out!

Questions that need answers will include:

How do you see land development occurring in the municipality? 
Do our zoning bylaws need to be more relaxed or do we need to have tighter control? 
Do you want to see the old community hall torn down? 
How much should we spend on improving the area around the recreation complex and municipal 
o%ce? Should the public works yard continue to operate where it is? 
How do we wish to encourage more businesses to start in Teslin? Should we o$er incentives? 
Should we become a recreation tourism destination point? 
Should we continue to expand our recreation infrastructure? 

Do you have an opinion on any of the above subjects? Teslin needs to hear from its citizens. If you 
cannot make the meetings, but want to be heard, contact the village o%ce directly.

The Official Community Plan: Round 2
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Closing Shot

The Three Amigos
1974

Photographer Dave Hett


