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The Teslin Post

The Fire of 2009

On July 31, 2009, twenty"four bres started within a twenty"four hour period. Three of those D]:es
were on the south side of Teslin Lake. By mid"afternoon, smoke was blanketing the community.

Cold ash and burnt needles began to fall from the sky. People became worried and wondered
Ocan the bre jump the lake?O Ken Colbert, Director of Wild Lands Fire Management with YT(5,
connected with CAO Wes Wirth and stated that the bre was too volatile to take any direct

action. However, the Teslin bPres were burning in a wilderness zone and there was no immedjate
threat to lives or property.

Not every citizen bought that idea and many hosed down their houses, sheds and anything i

the yard that looked Rammable. Professionals and towns folk monitored the bre and considered

their next steps. Fortunately by late Saturday afternoon##the wind changed direction and thg
immediate danger to our town was over.

-
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Blackened needles and ash begin On Saturday burnt debris begins to pile
falling on Friday afternoon.... up along the shore
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Municipa| Elections are Comingl

Every three years a municipal election is held and this year we go the polls to elect a mayor and four
councillors. The advance poll this year is October 8 and the regular poll is October 15. Nominations for

office close on September 24 (@ 12 noon. The returning officer will be Jay Dobson as passed by council
ylaw.

The office of mayor as defined in the municipal act is to preside over the council meetings, provide
leadership and direction to Council and the CAO and sit on any boards or committees that are established
[by Council. Each member of Council as defined in the municipal act has a duty to consider the well being
and interests of the municipality as a whole, participate in developing and evaluating policies, services
|and programs of the municipality, and participate in meetings of the council.

How does Council effectively do this? Let’s take an example of policy development. Every community

faces the issue of a buy local policy. Council would advise the CAO that they wish to review this policy.
The CAO would then prepare a summary of the issue and provide the current policy. Council would pick
[\p their package well before the meeting and review the issue(s) so that they can form an opinion and

engage you the citizen as to what your thoughts might be on the matter. Council members then come to
he meeting to discuss what they think would be in the best interest of the community. This might result in|
further debate at the council meeting (which is a good thing) or a request for further information (review
of other policies, etc.) Council meetings are open to the public in order for you to tell Council what your

houghts are on a particular subject so that when Council discusses it they know what the opinion of some
citizens might be.

Council’s job then is to evaluate what is best for the community based on what they heard, what they
hink, and common sense...they then set the policy and the CAO ensures that the policy is followed.
Council decides what the threshold should be to buy local. At what point does the local economic interest

outweigh purchasing it from somewhere else for a cheaper price. Is the threshold 10%, 20%, 100% or
zero?

LCouncil 1s an exciting opportunity to make policy and set direction for the community that you live in. It
equires a willingness to talk to people and make informed decisions on issues that affect you whether it
is a policy or a new program.

The association of Yukon Communities has developed a 7 minute DVD titled “Go for it...Run for
|[Council” that is free to you. Feel free to pick this up at the Village Office which gives you some further

information about Council’s role.

So...GO FOR IT - RUN FOR COUNCIL!
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So you wanna run for town council......
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Wes Wirth Bids Farewell to Teslin

The Village of Teslin is losing its trusted and skilled CAO to the Yukon Territorial Government. Sadly,
Wes Wirth has accepted the position of Manager of Operations and Programs with Community
Services. The gentleman will be splitting his work between the VOT and YTG beginning on
September 8 before moving into Whitehorse full time on October 1, 2009. Wes Wirth became TeslinOs
Chief Administrative O%cer on July 2, 2003. Wes states that from the beginning he enjoyed the
opportunity and challenge of working in our community.

When asked about the highlights of his tenure, the CAO felt the completion of the forced main sewer
system was high on his list. Wes saw the project as a successful community"oriented experience where
local contractors and individuals helped build local infrastructure. The artibcial ice project was a huge
challenge for the community and he is satisped with its completion. Also, the CAO is extremely
pleased with the progress of the landpll and recycling programme. The change from a polluting dump
site to a low impact landpll was a success for the entire community.

Also, Wes feels that Teslin should be pleased with the increased level of sta$ competence. There has
been a concentrated e$ort in having employees become qualibPed to work in the specialized
atmosphere of a modern village.

Disappointments? Wes would have like to be present for the completion of the O0%cial Community
PlanO. He also noted that participation in the planning process was far less than expected.

There is no doubt that Wes Wirth has set a high standard for future CAOs in Teslin. We wish him all
the best in his future endeavours.
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Field Notes

Kim Melton John Klein
TTC Fish & Wildlife O%cer YTG Conservation O%cer

As the leaves start turningDbbDbit!s time to get the quads tuned up; the guns sighted in;
and get back to the bush! We!d like to remind all TTC citizens to get their OAccess
PermitsO from the TTC Lands and Resources Ofbce; and resident hunters to get their
hunting license and game seals from Environment Yukon. Resident hunters are also
reminded that a OTTC Access PermitO is required for hunting on Category "A! Settlement
Lands.

When sprucing up your campbbwhy not get some new reading material? The 2009 Yukon
Hunting Regulations are now available and can be picked up at either the TTC Lands and
Resources or the Environment Yukon ofpce. Keep an eye out for the new brochures from
TTC on hunting in the Traditional Territory as well. Questions? Please come and talk to
any of us in the peld and we!ll do the best we can to help you out. That!s what wel!re here
for.

Here is to an excellent fall and we!ll see you out there!

Turn In Poachers and Polluters (anonymous, cash rewards):
1-800-661-0525
Do your part to protect Yukon wildlife and the environment!

Protectors of the land and wate
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CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER UPDATE

Continued on next page
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v
Richard Burke [&

Jottings from England
Leeds, West Yorkshire, England

[How time Ries. It will soon be 2 years
since | left Teslin and it yet it seems like

yesterday. Since then | have been living
|[here in the north of England in West
Yorkshire --- about 2 hours by train from London. Leeds has nearly 1 million people, and 80,000
university students attending the 2 universities near where | live. Fortunately, | am very near the
English countryside and specibcally the Yorkshire Dales and Yorkshire Moors where | often go
on long walking tours. | like the Dales where all that can be heard is birdsong, the lowing of
cattle, the bleating of sheep and the occasional chime of a village church bell.
In an hour of two it is possible to get by air from here to the great cities of Europe such as
msterdam, Paris, Berlin, Rome or Vienna. Because of the cheap Rights available from the
many budget airlines, it is often cheaper to get from here to one of these or other cities than it is
o go from Teslin to Whitehorse. | have traveled to some of these and other places over the past
o years, and still marvel at the diversity of cultures and languages, the wealth of the regions
museums and architecture. It is a powerhouse of art, literature and music. Nevertheless, | do
miss Teslin, Whitehorse and Old Crow, and more especially the camaraderie of the school staff,
old friends and of course the little darlings in the classrooms. Stephen Frost sometimes phones
rom Old Crow and always tells me what is going on there. | have also been in touch with
several people in Teslin and a few people from there and Whitehorse have even called and
visited me here in Leeds.
My traveling came to a sudden halt in May when a tumor was found in my stomach. After a lot
of worry and waiting, this turned out to be benign and harmless, but | am extremely sore and
weak after the surgery and it will take a few months for me to fully recover.
|l am planning to go back and visit Teslin and the Yukon as soon as | get better, so | hope to see
you all soon. You are always welcome to visit.

Take care,

Richard
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Vilage Updat"

3 August 2009
Special Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Highlights

Meeting smo1'09

Mayor Robin Smarch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:Mayor Robin Smarch; Councillor Stacey Hassard; Councillor Sandy Smarch
Members Absent: Councillor Margaret Douville

Public Present: MLA Marian Horne, Sharron Anderson, Rob Anderson, Kristyne Geddes

Mayor wanted to know if letter had been sent to MLA Horne

CAO advised that he was still waiting for further information from the bre department
Mayor wanted to know if letters had gone out to all citizens about parking in front of the Recredtion
Complex.
CAO advised that signage had been placed and posters on the building windows but no Ryers|had gone
out as of yet.
~carried~

4 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ADMINISTRATION , STANDING OR SPECIAL
COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL

4.1 Financial Statements for June 2009

# 115-SM01-09

Moved by Councillor S. Smarch; Seconded by Councillor Hassard;

BE IT RESOLVED that Village Council approves the Pnancial statements for June
2009 as presented.

Council requested claribcation on Vehicle Expenses and Advertising costs.

CAO to provide information at next Council meeting

~carried~

7 NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS

7.1 Yukon Housing Conditional Development Permit

# 118-SM01-09

Moved by Councillor S. Smarch; Seconded by Councillor Hassard,;

BE IT RESOLVED that Village Council approves the Development Permit as presented with th
decision date of August 3, 2009.

~carried~

D

Continued on the next page
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7.2 Policy # 01-09 Use of Own Vehicle for Work activities

# 119-SM01-09

Moved by Councillor Hassard; Seconded by Councillor S. Smarch;

BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves Policy 01-09 as presented.

~carried~

7.3 Playground Inspector CertiPcation

7.4 Review of Monitoring and Assessment of Well Tender

# 120-SM01-09

Moved by Councillor Hassard; Seconded by Councillor S. Smarch;

BE IT RESOLVED that Council awards the contract for Well Monitoring and
Assessment to the EBA/YES group for $67,286.00 inclusive of GST.

~carried~

7.5Revised Milestones and Budget for Water Projects

# 121-SM01-09

Moved by Councillor Hassard; Seconded by Councillor S. Smarch;

BE IT RESOLVED that Village Council agrees with the revised milestones in the
contribution agreement and agrees to enter into the agreement with the Government of
Yukon for Building Canada Fund water related projects in the amount of $1,000,000
as presented.

~carried~

7.6 MOU for Animal Control

Councillor S. Smarch recommended that we purchase dog tags that are of

better quality the next time we need some.

7.7 Nisutlin Drive Road Allowance

#122-SM01-09

Moved by Councillor Hassard; Seconded by Councillor S. Smarch;

BE IT RESOLVED that the road allowance for Nisutlin Drive has been reduced from
previous Alaska Highway 45 meters width to 24 meters.

~carried~

7.8 Arena Exit Door Replacement

# 123-SM01-09

Moved by Councillor Hassard; Seconded by Councillor S. Smarch;

BE IT RESOLVED that Council approves the quote from Flaghill Woodworks for

the repair of the Arena Exit Door Replacement and approves the expenditure from the
Building Reserve Account.

~carried~

7.10Pandemic/H1N1 Meeting

Council will meet at 12 noon on Wednesday to hear the presentation on the HIN1 issues.
7.11Elected Ofpcials training dates

Council agrees to the dates of Nov. 6 - Nov. 8 for the newly elected ofpcials training.

Continued on the next page
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8 QUESTION PERIOD

8.1Forest Fire Concerns

A discussion ensued with regard to the current forest bre. Some of council
indicated to the MLA they had concerns with how the forest bre situation
was handled and why it was not handled immediately.

9 CLOSED SESSION

9.1 CAO Evaluation

9.2 Stafbng Concerns

10 ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Home Concerts Come To Teslin

en;

eds
ill

ly to

Continued on the next page
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Nathan Rogers

Bill Bourne

What Are House Concerts?
¢ Plagiarized this from the Home Routes website)

House concerts are just what they sound like, a full-scale musical concert with a solo or duo or trio performance
located directly in the biggest room or two of your house. Here are some basic facts about house concerts that need
to articulated clearly so that everybody is on exactly the same page.

House concerts exist throughout North America and have been spawned by the folk-roots community so that folk
musicians can compete, on a more level playing field, with the industrial music industry. Folk Music, in all its forms
has traditionally been perceived as non-commercial music.

House concerts are not free events; people pay to get into them, but they are conducted entirely by invitation and by
word of mouth rather than by advertising through postering or media. The secret of house concerts lies in the
combination of presenting excellent performers and having the word of mouth spread over time so that the phone-
email list of the presenter becomes a viable and valuable asset. As people learn to trust the quality level of a house
concert, it sometimes becomes necessary to take reservations because the space fills up quickly.

Most house concerts operate without a sound system, performers play and sing acoustically, occasionally someone
needs a little amp for their keyboard and they bring that with them.

There are House Concerts being given in almost every part of the US and Canada. Some house concerts are "one-
shots," but most are presented as a series, usually every two to eight weeks over a "season" of anywhere from six to
twelve months. Some concert rooms hold 50 people and some hold 25 or fewer. Some are held inside, some outside.
The whole house concert "scene" is a kaleidoscope of different experiences and personalities - and that's half the fun.
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Highlights of the Village of Teslin Council Meeting
Meeting # 15"09 August 10, 2009
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The Teslin Post comes out monthly. But... it is only printed now
and again. The village has printed copies only three times. It is

your loved ones, and/or complete strangers every month. No

stamps ... No paper ... and its free. All you have to do is email
Shawna at the village o0%ce...

shawna.anderson@teslin.ca

... and politely ask to be put on the email list. You can also get if
&or read all old ones' on the Village of Teslin website at:

http://www.teslin.ca/

the website. The webOs quality also seems a bit 0$ sometimes
lemail Shawna and ask for the home delivery option
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The Official Communitg Plan: Round 2

The second round of our O%cial Community Plan review and update will continue on Septemb
15 # 17. In the upcoming weeks, you will receive a schedule outlining meeting times, place and
topics. High on the agenda will be further discussion about the Village Square and TeslinOs

recreation plan. What develops at the meetings will be transformed into the blueprints for the
community and be the direction for Council for many years to come. As you can see, your view|
are extremely valuable to this process. DonOt be left out!

Questions that need answers will include:

How do you see land development occurring in the municipality?

Do our zoning bylaws need to be more relaxed or do we need to have tighter control?
Do you want to see the old community hall torn down?

How much should we spend on improving the area around the recreation complex and municip
0%ce? Should the public works yard continue to operate where it is?

How do we wish to encourage more businesses to start in Teslin? Should we o$er incentives?
Should we become a recreation tourism destination point?

Should we continue to expand our recreation infrastructure?

Do you have an opinion on any of the above subjects? Teslin needs to hear from its citizens. If
cannot make the meetings, but want to be heard, contact the village 0%ce directly.

al

you

YR

Village of Teslin

Yukon Territory, Canada
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Closing Shot

The Three Amigos

1974
Photographer Dave Hett
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